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Devotional readings for each day, parish birthdays and anniversaries

April 7-13, 2024
Sunday, April 7

John 14:1-7 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me.” (v.1
NIV)

I have often wondered why it was so difficult to let Jesus speak “Peace, be
still” to my heart and to have my heart respond. Looking externally, I would
assume that anyone caught in a precarious situation would more than welcome
the assuaging of the storms of life. But often we don’t. Often we want to be
changed but not do the changing.

When I look at my own life, I see places where I get great mileage out of
my circumstances. It is almost as if I were saying: “Look at me, look at how rough
things are; aren’t I something; aren’t I being a super Christian?”” That’s not healthy
mileage, and in those times, there is no peace in my heart. But where the paralysis
often lies is in lack of trust, lack of leaning fully into the Father and letting His
seed of hope take root within us. Only then is trouble not a companion; only then
can we find freedom in the spacious place to which He has brought us.

Exodus 14:5-22; Psalms 146, 147; 1 John 1:1-7

Birthdays: Andrew Andreae
Anniversaries: Alex & Meredith Canaan, Jack & Natalie Joynson,
Kevin & Judith McCarthy

Monday, April 8

Exodus 14:21-31 And when the Israelites saw the mighty hand of the Lord displayed against
the Egyptians, the people feared the LLORD and put their trust in him and in Moses his servant.
(v.31)

For many of us, our time of conversion was dramatic. Circumstances in
life brought us to a point of no return and, in that moment, we finally
relinquished control of our lives to the Father who had pursued us. If that
particular event was not dramatic, often the changes that occurred in our lives
following that time were major.

But have you noticed that what often happens is that as we go on in our
Christian lives, the dramatic spiritual breakthroughs and healings—the evidence
of the Lord’s hand at work—becomes less and less a part of our everyday lives?

There is a reason we are brought together as the Body of Christ, called as
believers to share the stories of our encounters with the Lord. Just as the
Israelites believed when they saw the power that the Lord displayed, so our faith
is strengthened and our hope increased by the stories of our brothers and sisters
as they encounter God in their lives. The more we distance ourselves from these
stories, the weaker the foundation of our faith. God calls us to “remembet,” to
relive and retell the stories, so that we see what He is doing in our lives right now.

Psalms 1, 2, 3; 1 Peter 1:1-12; John 14:8-17

Birthdays: Dorothy Alexander, Steven Brier, Abigail Hamner, Amelia Mackinnon

1 Peter 1:13-25 Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace
1o be brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming. (v.13)

We live in a time in which there is great apathy and indifference. It seems
that the closer we live to one another geographically, the farther apart we are in
our relationships with others. Sensitivity to, and care for others seems to suffer.

Here Peter exhorts us to prepare our minds for action, to be alert and
sober. It is a preparation that puts us in a proactive posture. In order to be

prepared for action, we must take our thoughts and focus them on the very source
of life. The call to be self-controlled, surely not a popular worldly concept, means
that we are rejecting thoughts and influences that come to take root in our minds,
other than what the Father sends. Then, we can set our hope fully, because we are
prepared to make God’s choices, to have Him as our focus, and to do the things

He would have us do in a very needy wortld.
Exodus 15:1-21; Psalms 5, 6; John 14:18-31

Birthdays: Grace Douglas, Diane Greatwood, Merin Thomas
Anniversaries: Rick & Karen Proctor, Dan & Angela Scala,
David & Suzanne Turbyfill

'Wednesday, April 10

Psalm 119:1-24 I bave hidden your word in my beart that 1 might not sin against you. (v.11)

My thoughts cannot help but go to a small child finding some special
treasure in the backyard. It might be a rock or an old coin, but it becomes a
treasure to the child. That treasure finds a special place in the room and becomes
the object of the child’s attention. It becomes the first thing the child checks on
when he returns from school; it is well cared for and delighted in.

Our call as Christians is to give God’s word the same sort of treasure
status in our lives. That we might read His word again and again, looking for and
expecting to find new facets of this precious gem. That when our day finds us
with a few moments, we might go to the place where we have stored this treasure
and look lovingly into it. When we carry Scripture in our hearts, we carry a
knowledge of God’s love for us, and to sin or separate ourselves from Him is the
very last thing we would want to do. Find that treasure and hold it close.

Exodus 15:22—16:10; 1 Peter 2:1-10; John 15:1-11

Birthdays: Lillian Daniels, Charlie Kroeger, Deborah Loughman, Anna Meyer,

Thursday, April 11

Exodus 16:10-22 Then Moses said to them, “No one is to keep any of it until morning.”
(v.19)

Moses is telling the Israelites to gather the manna, the bread from heaven,
each day, taking only what they need for that day. Concerned about the adequacy
of the provision, some of the Israelites gathered more, only to find it maggot-
infested the next morning. How very indicative of human nature.

It is incredibly difficult for us to believe that God will take care of us, will
be our provision, not just today but all the days down the road. And so we begin
to accumulate: money, possessions, defenses, whatever it might be that we think
He might neglect. While the actual things that we have accumulated might not
“rot,” they will often cause a rotting in our souls.

To learn to lean on the Lord daily for our physical, emotional, and
spiritual provision is to be able to see the expansiveness of His love for us. When
our storehouses are full, we are less likely to lean into the heart of the Father and
listen for His direction. Our call is to awaken each day, waiting to hear His voice,
waiting to receive His provision, eager to delight in Him alone.

Psalm 18:1-20; 1 Peter 2:11-25; John 15:12-27

Birthdays: Bill Freyer, Penelope Gillespie, Bernard Reams, Jamie Thomas

John 16:1-15 “T have nuch more to say to you, more than you can now bear.” (v.12)

It’s no wonder that many people, in discussing matters of faith, try to
avoid Christians. For some reason we seem to feel we have to dispense our entire
knowledge of the faith each time we meet an unbeliever. “If water is good for my
plant,” we must think, “then I’'m bringing out the firechose!” In cases like that, we

are not being “salt and light,” we are not even listening to the questions or needs
of the person with us. We think that we know what they need.

Jesus prepared his disciples by telling them and showing them as much as
they could receive. He acknowledged that there was much more they needed to
know, but that would have to come when the Holy Spirit came. When we “pour
out all our wisdom,” it is as though we are not trusting God in matters of timing
and proportion. As the delicate seed planting begins in the hearts of others, let us
listen carefully to the Father as He tells us if we are to prepare, to plant, to water,
to wait—whatever our part may be.

Exodus 16:23-36; Psalms 16, 17; 1 Peter 3:13—4:6

Birthdays: Kiefer Hetz, Colin Hetz
Anniversaries: Kent & Chele Hipp

Saturday, April 13
1 Peter 4:7-19 The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so
that you can pray. (v.7)

We live in a wotld that is inundated with noise, with details, with
schedules, with distractions. Day-Timers and calendars are as necessary as gas in
the car, as we move from event to event in constant motion.

Here Peter is calling us to be clear minded and self-controlled. To be
clear minded implies not only that all calendars agree, but that we have made
choices as to what to embrace and what to relinquish. Clear mindedness allows us
to see truth objectively, self-control allows us to act on it responsibly, but prayer
is the underlying necessity.

While we would like to think that we can pray anytime, we see here that
we must prepare our hearts and minds in order to get at the essence of prayer—
communication with the Father that allows us to listen as well as to voice our
concerns. Let us pray for the power of the Holy Spirit to reign in our lives so that
we are always ready to come to the Father, whose very love gives us all life and
hope.

Exodus 17:1-16; Psalms 20, 21; John 16:16-33

Anniversaries: Herb & Sherrie Hill, Chris & Jessie Miller
by Sallie Ross
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